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Dear Newcomer,

Hello and welcome to the Unitarian Universalist Community 
Church of Santa Monica! We are so glad you are thinking about 
joining this community. And by “we” I mean myself, the church 
congregation, staff, and the Board of Trustees.

My family and I came to UUCCSM in March in 2007, when 
I was pregnant with my third kid and looking for a spiritual 
community. My husband and I had different spiritual 
upbringings, and we were looking for something to appeal to 
both of our perspectives. I wanted deep connection with a group connected to environmental 
and climate justice, whereas my husband wanted more spirituality. We joined along with 
good friends of ours  whose kids were of a similar age. As parents, we all felt our school-age 
kids needed to be in a community to provide grounding. Now, I have two young adults and a 
pre-teen who have UU values in their bones! I love participating with other church members 
to express our values in political action and climate justice work. I love attending the worship 
service on Sundays, and going to Camp de Benneville Pines, our shared spiritual retreat in 
the mountains. I am so grateful to be in this community of learning and loving!

Unitarian Universalism is a values-based religion, where all religious beliefs are welcome. 
We have no creed, but we do have Seven Principles and Six Sources that guide us in spiritual 
development (i.e., seeking to become one’s best self, whatever the path may be). At the 
heart of our community is the covenant, recited at the beginning of every Sunday worship 
service: “Love is the doctrine of this church, the quest for truth is its sacrament, and service is 
its prayer. To dwell together in peace, to seek knowledge in freedom, to serve humankind in 
fellowship, thus do we covenant with each other.” 

You will get the most out of this community by immersing yourself (and your family) in the life 
of this church. If you need help with this process, please contact visitormeetup@uusm.org and 
a member of our Membership Committee will contact you. If you are interested in connecting 
with me, I would love to meet and get to know you. I can be reached at 310-560-4856 or by 
email at president@uusm.org.

Again, welcome!

Beth Brownlie 
President, UUCCSM Board of Trustees

1260 Eighteenth Street
Santa Monica, CA 90404

Phone: 310-829-5436
 Fax: 310-998-9181

Email: office@uusm.org
Web Site: www.uusm.org

http://resident@uusm.org
http://resident@uusm.org
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When you are ready to join, 

please fill out the FORMS 

— the last 6 pages of this 

Membership Packet (pp. 13-16) —

and send them to the UUSM 

office for processing.

u 

S E N D T O :

UU Community Church of Santa Monica

1260 Eighteenth Street

Santa Monica, CA 90404

u

Keep the first 10 pages

on hand for your own reference.
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If you feel UUSM might be your spiritual home, a place where you will grow 
and feel a sense of belonging, we invite you to become a member.

Our basic requirements:
u Live in the Pacific Southwest District (PSWD) of the Unitarian Universalist Association. 

u Be at least 16 years old, or have completed the church’s Coming of Age program.

u Be willing to give meaningful financial support to the Church.

 
Possible ways to draw closer:
u Attend Sunday morning church services as you are able.

u Attend Visitor Meetup held after the Sunday service. For more information, contact: 
visitormeetup@uusm.org for the link.

u Attend the Faith Forward Inquirers Series, especially Membership 101. This series 
introduces you to Unitarian Universalism in general, and UUSM in particular: its history, 
the campus, and all the excellent program offerings. Contact faithforward@uusm.org 
for the Zoom link. 

When you are ready to join our church:
u Complete the forms in the membership packet and return them to the church office. 

These include:

 • Membership Registration Form

 • Financial Commitment Form

 • Children and Youth Religious Education Form (if you have children)

 • Interest and Skills Questionnaire

u Though not a requirement, we invite you to meet with our minister. To schedule a 
meeting, contact the Church Office at admin@uusm.org or 310-829-5436 x100.

 You will become an official member of UUSM once your name is read into the minutes 
of the first Board Meeting held after your membership application has been processed.

u Consider celebrating with us in our New Member Welcoming Ceremony.

     
  Your Path  to

 Membership
 Membership

UUUU     
  Your Path  to

http://visitormeetup@uusm.org
http://faithforward@uusm.org
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u  Session 1:  UU Principles, Sources and    
  Historical Overview

u  Session 2:  Campus Tour, Orientation and    
  Church History

u  Session 3:  Worship and the Liturgical Year

u  Session 4:  Faith Development for Children  
  & Youth – Young Adult Group

As a full member, continue to enjoy what we have to offer:
u Read our news blog at news.uusm.org

u Read the UU World, publication of the Unitarian Universalist Association, which you 
will receive quarterly.

u Participate in church programs and activities, as listed in the following  
“Getting Involved” section.

u Network with the supportive congregation.

u Pursue UUSM social action and community service opportunities.

u VOTE! once a member, you are eligible to vote during our Annual Meeting (40 days 
after the start of your official membership).

Membership comes with responsibilities:
u Continue giving an informed and meaningful financial pledge.

u Make your voice heard at our congregational business meetings. Vote.

u Become a volunteer using your skills and talents in our church community.

The Membership Committee is your GPS for this journey. If you need help navigating 
the way, please reach out to us by email. We want to help you on your path, wherever it 
may take you. We’re glad you’re here!

Chair, Membership Committee: Norm Richey, Normanrichey@gmail.com

u  Session 5:  Practicing our UU Faith –  
  Small Group Connections,  
  Chalice Circles, Our Whole lives  
   (OWL) program

u  Session 6:  Q & A with the Minister,  
  Rev. Jeremiah Kalendae

u  Session 7:  Social Action and Community 
  Service

u  Session 8:  Pastoral Care, Care-Ring,  
  Healthy Congregation            

u  Session 9:  Membership 101 and  
  Congregational Life

http://news.uusm.org


GETTING 
INVOLVED 

Subscribe to Announcements at  
subscribe@uusm.org or go to news.uusm.org

for updated information about activities.

For current status, contact individual emails below.

Spiritual Life
CHOIR
Choir members come 
together with a wide 
variety of musical 
backgrounds and 
levels of experience. 
Some choral singing 
experience and a basic 
knowledge of music is 
desirable. The choir sings 
at the 10 a.m. service 
most Sundays from 
September to June, as 
well as at special events. 
Contact Music Director: Saunder Choi, music@uusm.org

MUSIC COMMITTEE
The Music Committee works with the Music Director, 
the Minister, and the congregation to support the Music 
Program, raise funds, create special events, and cultivate 
a list of guest artists, as well as help catalog and store 
music. We meet 3 to 4 times a year and welcome new 
members. Contact Rebecca Crawford,  
rcrawford@lmu.edu

WORSHIP ASSOCIATES
Worship Associates work with Rev. Jeremiah to plan, 
prepare, and present our Sunday morning Worship 
Services. New worship associates are supported in 
learning to help create services that are engaging, 
inspiring, relevant, and transformational. Contact: 
minister@uusm.org

PASTORAL CARE ASSOCIATES
Pastoral Care Associates is a group of leaders 
at UUSM who help those 
experiencing personal, 
emotional, spiritual 
transition by meeting 
them where they are 
and ‘listening them 
into their truth.’ They 
accompany those 
who are grieving 
various losses (loss 
of a loved one, loss of 
health, empty nesters, 
new retirees, etc.). Contact: 
minister@uusm.org

HEALTHY CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
(FORMERLY RIGHT RELATIONS TEAM)
The Council exists to encourage community building 
and harmonious relations within the congregation. The 
team shares healthy strategies to approach and resolve 
conflict. We offer skills-building workshops and dialogue 
circles in which we hold space for each others’ conflicting 
opinions. Contact: rightrelations@uusm.org

Lifespan Religious 
Education(RE)  

ADULT PROGRAMS FOR PERSONAL AND 
SPIRITUAL EXPLORATION
The Adult Programs Committee serves the mission 
of UU Santa Monica and affirms the Seven Principles 
of Unitarian Universalism by helping to provide a 
broad selection of programs, activities, and learning 
opportunities that deepen our spiritual lives, help us 
explore new perspectives, expand our knowledge, 
connect more deeply with others, and put our faith 
into action in our community and the wider world. 
Contact: Teri Lucas, uusmreassist@gmail.com

CHALICE CIRCLES
Chalice Circles offers a safe setting in which to speak 
from our experiences, with the expectation that our 
words will be heard and respected. It is a place to 
practice deep listening, learn about others, and expand 
our understanding of ourselves. These small group 
meetings are facilitated by leaders, usually relating to 
monthly church themes. Contact: Sue Stoyanoff, sue.
stoyanoff@yahoo.com
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OPEN MEDITATION WELLSPRINGS
This meditation drop-in group meets every Wednesday 
and Friday from 12 to 1 pm, and the 2nd and 4th 
Monday nights from 7:30 to 9 pm. After checking in, 
we sit in silence for twenty minutes and then share 
with each other what’s on our hearts. The emphasis is 
on simply bringing compassionate awareness to our 
present moment experience, in whatever way works 
best for you. For more information and the zoom link, 
email Bev at meditation@UUSM.org

CHILDREN AND YOUTH RELIGIOUS  
EXPLORATION
Our goal is that each young person will have a firm 
grounding of belief, rooted in Unitarian Universalist 
principles, from which to stretch and grow, question 
and explore. Together they learn to love one 
another and themselves, to search 
for truth with an open mind 
toward making the world a 
better place. Contact:  
Cleo Anderson, 
uudreemail@gmail.com

OUR WHOLE LIVES 
(O.W.L.) 
O.W.L. is the lifespan, 
human sexuality program 
offered through many UU 
Churches. There are 6 levels of 
O.W.L. including Kindergarten/1st, 5th 
& 6th grades, 8th & 9th grades, 10 - 12th grades, Young 
Adult and Older Adult. They are taught on a rotating 
basis every other or every third year. Watch for sign-
ups. And if you have an interest or background in 
human sexuality education and would like to 
get involved, please reach out to the O.W.L. 
Coordinator, Beth at: Rendeiro2@aol.com.

Social Action 
FAITH IN ACTION COMMISSION
FIA integrates peace and social justice 
concerns into the life of the congregation, with 
several sub-groups putting forth significant effort to 
incorporate the church’s principles into our mission 
in the greater community. Contact is James Witker, 
jwitker@mac.com or Sarah Mae Harper, amapolaroja@
gmail.com 

PEACE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE  
COMMITTEE 
PSJ is a group working to engage communities in 
peaceful approaches to solve complex and critical 
problems of equality, justice, and freedom. Contact: 
Deirdra Dietel, dietel_d@hotmail.com

GREEN LIVING 
COMMITTEE
We meet monthly 
to plan activities 
such as Climate 
Justice Month, green 
building programs, 
and other projects 
which encourage 
members to reduce 
their carbon footprint and 
combat environmental issues 
such as global warming. Films, 
educational programs and community service projects 

encourage taking individual, congregational and 
political action to protect the health of our living 
planet and the interconnected web of which we 
are a part. Contact Alison Kendall,  
alison@kendallplanning.com

HUNGER TASK FORCE 
Each week during our Sunday services we collect 

nonperishable food items and deliver them to the 
Westside Food Bank. We provide monthly meals to 
agencies in Santa Monica addressing homelessness. 
Contacts: Hunger Task Force, hunger@uusm.org; 
Patrick Meighan (Lunches for Bunches),  
patsweetpat@gmail.com

ANIMAL MINISTRY
We raise awareness about animal 

exploitation. With compassion for 
all beings, we protect the integrity 
of the web of life that human and 
non-human animals share. New 
members welcome.  
Contact: Amy LaCombe:  
amylacombe@rocketmail.com
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DINING FOR DOLLARS
D4$ is UUSM’s annual fundraiser. Hosts choose a 
theme for their donated event (breakfast, lunch, 
dinner or other event); in February a silent auction is 
held. Hosts donate goods/services/events, often in 
their homes with a particular theme, and the church 
receives the monies bid on the event. It’s a great way 
to meet new people and enjoy fantastic food. Contact: 
UUdining4dollars@gmail.com 

FACILITIES DEVELOPMENT AND 
MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE (FDC)
Do you love to paint walls, fix things? Are you an 
architect, designer or contractor? Our objective is 
to create and maintain a healthy, safe, attractive 

campus. We provide expert and sustainable opinions 
on small and large building projects within our 
buildings, grounds and furnishings, and sometimes 
we act as a general contractor to make those 
projects happen. Join us! Contact: John Zinner, 
john@zinnerconsultants.com or Brad Hutchinson, 

bradhutchinson@gmail.com

GREETERS 
Greeters extend a hand of welcome in the courtyard 
before services on Sunday. Duties include sign-ins 
and distribution of visitor folders, information and 
directions for new people, and above all a warm 
welcome. Contact: Barbara Gibbs, b.j.gibbs@ca.rr.com

HEALTH AND SAFETY 
TASK FORCE

This new group is tasked with 
setting safety priorities for the 
church, refining our safety 
plan and obtaining relevant 
information and training. 
Contact: Eileen McCormack, 

etmccormack@gmail.com

HIKING GROUP
The hiking group gets outdoors and explores together 
the many interesting locales not far from the church. 
We investigate places from Malibu to Playa Vista to the 
Baldwin Hills, and from the Santa Moncia Mountains to 
special urban areas. Most hikes and urban adventures 
are between 3 and 5 miles long, accomplished in 
about 4 hours. We meet at the church on the second 
Saturday of the month at 9:00 am, and carpool from 
the church to the start of the hike. Contact: John 
Rengstorff, drjr2001@hotmail.com and Greg Wood, 
gregwood707@gmail.com

Congregational Life

AAHS GROUP (ATHEISTS, AGNOSTICS, 
HUMANISTS AND SECULARISTS) 
The AAHS group meets monthly on the 4th Sunday, 
following church (12:45 p.m.) in the church cottage. 
AAHS is dedicated to creating a welcoming place for 
non-theists within UUSM and the wider community, 
sharing interests and curiosity about free-thought and 
issues of like-minded people. Contact: James Witker, 
jwitker@mac.com

CAMP DE BENNEVILLE 
PINES WEEKEND
A UU Santa Monica family 
camp weekend held on the 
3rd weekend in September in 
the San Bernardino Mountains, 
where we enjoy each other in 
community, take hikes, sing songs 
and commune with the natural 
world. Comfortable cabins and good 
food make this time fun for all. Contact: Karl Lisovsky, 
Lisovsky@ucla.edu or Amy Brunell, 9amyblove@gmail.
com. For other events, visit uucamp.org

CARE RING
This group works on being on being  the eyes and ears 
and hearts of the congregation. They make contact 
and care for those in need in our community. They 
make calls, send cards, and provide meals on 
occasion. The goal is to make sure that no one 
is forgotten. This group gathers once a month to 
share updates. The team leaders can by reached 
at: pastoralcare@uusm.org

COMMUNICATIONS TEAM
This team coordinates efforts across multiple 
communication channels and optimize technology 
for the UUSM newsletter, website, Thursday 
announcements, order of service, and social media. 
We try to ensure that uusm.org has the most accurate, 
complete, and up-to-date events information. We 
welcome marketing- and media-savvy members to join 
us. Contact: Lois Hutchinson, lihutchinson@att.net

COFFEE HOSTS 
This group prepares and serves coffee after each 
Sunday service. Donations of snacks are always 
welcome. Contact: coffee committee@uusm.org

http://uusm.org


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Help us welcome and reach out to newcomers to 
our UU Church. Facilitate newcomers becoming 
members; integrate new members into the life of 
the congregation; and cherish, nurture, and support 
existing members. Our goal is to ensure that all 
members have the best possible experience as  
they explore and participate in UU 
Congregational life. Contact: Norm Richey,  
Normanrichey@gmail.com or  
Cynthia Cottam, et.cynth@yahoo.com

MEN’S DISCUSSION GROUP
This group offers a special opportunity 
to men of the congregation to join in 
provocative and stimulating discussion 
related to the UU principles and 
perspectives. The group meets twice 
monthly on Thursday evenings. Contact Jim 
Rheinwald, jimrheinwald@gmail.com

NEWSLETTER TEAM
The UUSM Newsletter is a collaborative online 
production with many contributors. The purpose is 
to foster a shared sense of community by connecting 
members to UUSM and denominational news, 
programs, and events. We welcome new members, 
expecially those with writing, editing, or WordPress 
expertise. Contact us at newsletter@uusm.org

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 
DISCUSSION AND SUPPORT GROUP 
This group finds community with one another 
through sharing of stories and inspirations and 
members provide mutual support 
of one another. Meetings are 
monthly, following church. 
Contact Mark Christiansen: 
amchristiansen@verizon.net

SCIENCE NON-FICTION BOOK GROUP 
Meets monthly, 3rd Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. at church. 
We read one book a month and discuss it. All are 
welcome. Contact: Rebecca Crawford,  
sci-nonfiction@uusm.org

SECOND SUNDAY SUPPERS
Each second Sunday of the month 

we gather together in Forbes Hall 
to share a potluck meal at 6 
p.m. It’s a great time to connect 
with one another in a relaxed 
setting over food and drink. 
Bring a side dish (salad, veggie, 
soup, dessert) to share or just 
show up. The only agenda is 

being together and breaking 
bread. Hosted by various church 

groups and committees. Everyone 
is welcome. Contact: Beth Rendeiro, 

rendeiro2@aol.com

USHERS
Welcoming folks at the 
sanctuary door is 
just the beginning 
of being an usher. 
Ushers also help 
with seating, 
assist those who 
need a little help, 
and collect the 
morning offering 
during the services. 
Contact: Dan Patterson, 
patterson169@gmail.com
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WE WELCOME YOU TO OUR 
CONGREGATION! 
For over 90 years, UUSM has been a center 
for the practice of liberal religion offered in a 
welcoming and diverse environment. We seek to 
provide you with a spiritual home that nourishes 
you personally. There are so many ways to enjoy 
and benefit from this community – including 
Sunday worship services, religious education 
programs for children as well as adults, an active 
social justice and service group, and many other 
opportunities to serve, learn and grow within our 
church and the larger community. 

IT IS IMPORTANT TO KNOW THAT UUSM 
IS SELF-SUPPORTING 
UUSM members are entirely responsible for the 
financial well-being of our church. We receive no 
regular funding from our denomination, outside 
philanthropy organizations, or grants. 

Your financial pledge supports:

• 70% of UUSM’s expenses – from staff salaries 
(for example, our minister, music director, 
and religious education director) to our many 
programs, church maintenance and much more.

• The other 30% of our income comes from 
fundraising events, rental income, contributions 
and gifts.

WHAT WILL MY GIVING SUPPORT?

Worship & Music: 37%   Sunday Worship that 
reaches almost 500 people weekly and our 
prophetic, liberal voice in the world.
Providing a Community Center: 29%  
Maintenance & custodial care of grounds and 
sacred spaces.
Social Justice and Service: 11%   Community 
programs that put our faith in action.
Lifelong Learning: 11%   Educational activities 
for over 300 children, youth, & adults.
Congregational Life: 10%   Member activities, 
services, programs, pastoral care.
UUA Connections: 2%  Annual Association & 
District dues.

HOW MUCH SHOULD I GIVE?
It costs approximately $1,600 per household 
per year to cover the above costs – and to 
sustain all that our church offers us. We hope 
that you will give as generously as you can – 
pledging more if you are able on behalf of those 
with lesser means, so that we all may enjoy 
community. 
 

MAKING A FINANCIAL COMMITMENT TO UUSM

 Generosity       
The Joy of

       
The Joy of

 Generosity

  9
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DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS?
We do not want a financial commitment to be a barrier 
to membership for anyone. If you would like to speak 
with someone about your financial commitment, please 
contact Board President Beth Brownlie, president@
uusm.org; or Treasurer Vilma Ortiz, treasurer@uusm.org. 
If you would like to set up automatic payment options 
or have any questions about filling out the Pledge form, 
please contact the Church Administrator, Nurit Gordon: 
310-829-5436, ext. 101, admin@uusm.org.

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE
Offering: In addition to pledging, we encourage 
Sunday worship attendees to offer additional funds 
as a communal expression of thanks. Fifty percent 
of these collected funds is donated to a variety 
of national and local nonprofit organizations with 
an anti-oppressive/anti-racist focus, as chosen by 
our church leadership. Some of these are: Clergy 
and Laity United for Economic Justice, Downtown 
Women’s Shelter, Trans Lifeline, NAACP Legal Fund, 
UNICEF Children’s Fund, and UUSC Disaster Relief 
Fund.

Fundraising: Throughout the year, UUSM provides 
opportunities for member and friends to participate 
in fundraising events. Not only does this help the 
church in funding, but we also build a closer and 
more vibrant community.
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Please fill out 
one survey per 
applicant for 
membership 2

SOCIAL ACTION

o Faith in Action Committee

o Peace and Social Justice

o Green Living (Sustainability)

o Animal Ministry

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE

o Membership Committee

o Greeters

o Ushers

o Coffee Hosts

o Dining for Dollars

o Child and Youth Education

o Adult Education 

o Camp de Benneville Pines Weekend

o Hospitality for events

o News Magazine Team

o Communications Team (website, publicity,  
     social media)

o Visual Arts (art wall curation and receptions;  
     photography, graphic design; be specific)

_________________________________________________

Is there an additional skill or talent that you could offer 
that will benefit our community?

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________

W e are so glad you’ve decided to join our community! We have a multitude of ways to get involved at 
church, which are previewed for you in the “Getting Involved” section. These include social, spiritual, 
educational, leadership and volunteer opportunities, and so much more! By filling out and returning 

this questionnaire, we can let various group leaders know of your interest so they can welcome you into our 
community and help you find meaningful ways to participate and volunteer in congregational life. 

____________________________________________________ 
NAME

CHURCH LEADERSHIP
Church leadership is a shared responsibility at UUSM. For 
any of the categories below, please also let us know what 
interests you, and what background or experience you 
have in this work.

o Healthy Congregation Council

o Governance (Nominating, Board Advisory Committees)

o Facilities Development & Maintenance Committee

o Health and Safety Taskforce

o Stewardship Committee

o Finance Committee 

SOCIAL, SPIRITUAL, SUPPORT, AND  
EDUCATIONAL GROUPS

o Chalice Circles

o Men’s Discussion Group

o Persons with Disabilities Group

o Science non-fiction Reading Group

o Hiking Group

o AAHS Group (Atheists, Agnostics, Humanists, 
     and Secularists)

o Meditation

o Folk Dancing

MUSIC 

o UUSM Choir

o Play an instrument:

______________________________________________

GETTING INVOLVED AT UUSM

OPPORTUNITIES   
GETTING INVOLVED AT UUSM

OPPORTUNITIES   

_________________________________________________ 
EMAIL or TEXT-PHONE
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EDUCATION
o K-12 schooling  

o Teen advising 

o Social justice  

o Racial justice  

o Climate justice

o Sexuality education (OWL)

o Other educational interest:______________________

COMMUNITY
o Pastoral care  

o Buildings and grounds 

o Finance/Investing  

o Office volunteer

o Clerical and HR  

o Stewardship (pledge drives, giving)

o Anti-racism/anti-oppression programs

SOCIAL
o Health, safety and wellbeing

o Fundraising

o Hosting parties

o Children activities

o Young adult activities

o Justice actions

o LGBTQIA+ activities

o Physical activity: ______________________________

o Religious/spiritual activity: _____________________

o Other social activity: __________________________

 
ARTS

MUSIC
o Instrument:______________________________________ 

o Solo performer

o Band performer

o Choir

THEATER ARTS
o Acting, dramatic reading

o Costuming, set design

o Script writing

o Dance

CULINARY ARTS
o Cooking

o Organizing meals/food events

o Catering

VISUAL ARTS
o Painting/drawing 

o Photography

o Crafts:  _________________________________________

o Other visual arts:_________________________________

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY
o Computer skills

o Website development

o Social media

LANGUAGE ARTS
o Writing

o Reading

o Editing/proofing

o Poetry

o Multilingual: ____________________________________

INTERESTS & SKILLS SURVEY

T he skills and interests of our members give us much to celebrate! Help us to know you better by 
filling out this survey. Tell us where your talents lie and how you might like to connect with our 
community. We look forward to getting to know you. Thank you and welcome!
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Please fill out 
one survey per 
applicant for 
membership 1

SOCIAL ACTION

o Faith in Action Committee

o Peace and Social Justice

o Green Living (Sustainability)

o Animal Ministry

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE

o Membership Committee

o Greeters

o Ushers

o Coffee Hosts

o Dining for Dollars

o Child and Youth Education

o Adult Education 

o Camp de Benneville Pines Weekend

o Hospitality for events

o News Magazine Team

o Communications Team (website, publicity,  
     social media)

o Visual Arts (art wall curation and receptions;  
     photography, graphic design; be specific)

_________________________________________________

Is there an additional skill or talent that you could offer 
that will benefit our community?

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________

W e are so glad you’ve decided to join our community! We have a multitude of ways to get involved at 
church, which are previewed for you in the “Getting Involved” section. These include social, spiritual, 
educational, leadership and volunteer opportunities, and so much more! By filling out and returning 

this questionnaire, we can let various group leaders know of your interest so they can welcome you into our 
community and help you find meaningful ways to participate and volunteer in congregational life. 

____________________________________________________ 
NAME

CHURCH LEADERSHIP
Church leadership is a shared responsibility at UUSM. For 
any of the categories below, please also let us know what 
interests you, and what background or experience you 
have in this work.

o Healthy Congregation Council

o Governance (Nominating, Board Advisory Committees)

o Facilities Development & Maintenance Committee

o Health and Safety Taskforce

o Stewardship Committee

o Finance Committee 

SOCIAL, SPIRITUAL, SUPPORT, AND  
EDUCATIONAL GROUPS

o Chalice Circles

o Men’s Discussion Group

o Persons with Disabilities Group

o Science non-fiction Reading Group

o Hiking Group

o AAHS Group (Atheists, Agnostics, Humanists, 
     and Secularists)

o Meditation

o Folk Dancing

MUSIC 

o UUSM Choir

o Play an instrument:

______________________________________________

GETTING INVOLVED AT UUSM

OPPORTUNITIES   
GETTING INVOLVED AT UUSM

OPPORTUNITIES   

_________________________________________________ 
EMAIL or TEXT-PHONE



EDUCATION
o K-12 schooling  

o Teen advising 

o Social justice  

o Racial justice  

o Climate justice

o Sexuality education (OWL)

o Other educational interest:________________________

COMMUNITY
o Pastoral care  

o Buildings and grounds 

o Finance/Investing  

o Office volunteer

o Clerical and HR  

o Stewardship (pledge drives, giving)

o Anti-racism/anti-oppression programs

SOCIAL
o Health, safety and wellbeing

o Fundraising

o Hosting parties

o Children activities

o Young adult activities

o Justice actions

o LGBTQIA+ activities

o Physical activity: ________________________________

o Religious/spiritual activity: _______________________

o Other social activity: _____________________________

 
ARTS

MUSIC
o Instrument:______________________________________ 

o Solo performer

o Band performer

o Choir

THEATER ARTS
o Acting, dramatic reading

o Costuming, set design

o Script writing

o Dance

CULINARY ARTS
o Cooking

o Organizing meals/food events

o Catering

VISUAL ARTS
o Painting/drawing 

o Photography

o Crafts:  _________________________________________

o Other visual arts:_________________________________

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY
o Computer skills

o Website development

o Social media

LANGUAGE ARTS
o Writing

o Reading

o Editing/proofing

o Poetry

o Multilingual: ____________________________________
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INTERESTS & SKILLS SURVEY

T he skills and interests of our members give us much to celebrate! Help us to know you better by 
filling out this survey. Tell us where your talents lie and how you might like to connect with our 
community. We look forward to getting to know you. Thank you and welcome!



ARTICLE II - PURPOSE  
It is the purpose of this Church, in the Unitarian Universalist tradition, to provide a place where freedom 
of worship, freedom of speech, freedom of thought, and freedom for the dissemination of ideas shall be 
welcomed, protected, and fostered; to maintain a pulpit where these freedoms shall be exercised and made 
manifest to the members of this Church and to the community in which we carry on our activities; to develop 
the intellectual, physical, moral, and spiritual faculties of all persons without any discrimination based upon 
race, color, national origin, disability, sex, sexual orientation, or gender identity; and to provide a community in 
which the members offer moral and spiritual support to each other. 

ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP 
“To become a member of this Church, a person shall: 1) sign a statement of intent to participate as a member 
in the community life of the Church; 2) reside within the Pacific Southwest District of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association (PSWD-UUA); 3) be at least sixteen years of age or have successfully completed the Church’s 
Coming of Age Program; 4) make a financial contribution of record, or a pledge to do so, to the Church. All 
statements of membership intent by persons who meet these requirements shall be presented by the Secretary 
to the Board of Directors at its next regular meeting. This presentation represents only a formal notification to 
the Board and the statement of membership intent is not subject to rejection or other action by the Board. 
A person’s Church membership shall begin as of the date of the Board meeting at which the statement of 
membership intent is presented. The President shall provide each new member with formal notification of his/
her membership within two weeks after that meeting. Anyone who has been a member of the Church for forty 
days shall become a voting member, and shall then be eligible to vote at Church business meetings. A person’s 
membership shall be terminated by any of the following actions: 1) written resignation by the member; 2) the 
member’s ceasing to reside within the PSWD-UUA; 3) the member’s failure to make a financial contribution 
of record during a calendar year after having been notified in writing of this requirement by the Secretary in 
November of that year.” 

MEMBERSHIP STATEMENT 
Having attended its services and activities and being in general sympathy with its purposes (as described 
above) and programs, I hereby state my intent to participate as a member in the community life of the 
Unitarian Universalist Community Church of Santa Monica. 

PRINT NAME jj:  (as it should appear on Name Badge and in Photo Directory)

Name Badge (please choose one):         o clip                o pin 

PRINT NAME kk:   (as it should appear on Name Badge and in Photo Directory)

Name Badge (please choose one):         oclip                opin 

Signature:
Birthdate:

Birthdate:Signature:

Street Address:                                  

City:                                                                   Zip:

Email:

Email:

Mobile:

Mobile:

Primary (home) phone if different than mobile:
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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST COMMUNITY CHURCH OF SANTA MONICA

Member Registration Form



As an autonomous self-supporting congregation, UUSM’s financial well-being is determined 
by its church members. Though membership is not fee-based, each member is in 
partnership and shares responsibility  for the operating budget. This includes staff salaries, 

religious exploration classes for both children and adults, Sunday morning services,  community 
outreach, campus upkeep, etc. 

When you are ready to sign the Membership Statement, please be sure to complete the Financial 
Commitment Form below. Return the forms to the church office, attention Nurit Gordon. If you wish 
to discuss anything about your pledge, Nurit will be happy to talk with you. You may reach her at 
310.829.5436 x101. You may also contact Rev. Jeremiah Kalendae, 310.829.5436 x104.

I (we) commit to support the programs and operations of the Unitarian Universalist Community 
Church of Santa Monica for the upcoming year. My (our) financial commitment will be fulfilled 
using the following schedule beginning on (date)  _____________________________________.

 $ _____________________    oWeekly        oMonthly      o Quarterly      o Annually          
 

SIGNATURE 1: ___________________________________________________ DATE: __________________

SIGNATURE 2: ___________________________________________________ DATE: __________________

		 o		I am interested in automatic deductions from my checking account

		 o		I am interested in paying by credit card

		 o		Please contact me regarding making a gift of appreciated stock

             o		I would like to plan on text-based giving

To pay your pledge or any other contributions on-line simply follow these easy steps:

1) Visit the church website at www.uusm.org

2) Click on the MAKE A DONATION button on the upper right side of the homepage

3) Click on the Login/Create Profile button and follow the instructions. 

4) You may also donate from your smartphone:

UUCCSM now offers a mobile version of our online giving page to make it easy for you to give  
anytime from your smartphone. Follow instructions on the UUCCSM website after clicking the  
MAKE A DONATION button on the homepage.
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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST COMMUNITY CHURCH OF SANTA MONICA

Pledge Commitment Form

http://www.uusm.org

